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Nat’l Highway Traffic Safety Admin., DOT § 535.3 

PART 535—MEDIUM- AND HEAVY- 
DUTY VEHICLE FUEL EFFICIENCY 
PROGRAM (Eff. 11-14-11) 
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AUTHORITY: 49 U.S.C. 32902; delegation of 
authority at 49 CFR 1.50. 

SOURCE: 76 FR 57493, Sept. 15, 2011, unless 
otherwise noted. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 76 FR 57493, 
Sept. 15, 2011, part 535 was added, effective 
November 14, 2011. 

§ 535.1 Scope. 

This part establishes fuel consump-
tion standards pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 
32902(k) for work trucks and commer-
cial medium-duty and heavy-duty on- 
highway vehicles (hereafter referenced 
as heavy-duty vehicles) and engines 
manufactured for sale in the United 
States and establishes a credit program 
manufacturers may use to comply with 
standards and requirements for manu-
facturers to provide reports to the Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration regarding their efforts to re-
duce the fuel consumption of these ve-
hicles. 

§ 535.2 Purpose. 

The purpose of this part is to reduce 
the fuel consumption of new heavy- 
duty vehicles by establishing max-
imum levels for fuel consumption 
standards while providing a flexible 
credit program to assist manufacturers 
in complying with standards. 

§ 535.3 Applicability. 

(a) This part applies to complete ve-
hicle and chassis manufacturers of all 
new heavy-duty vehicles, as defined in 
49 CFR part 523, and to the manufac-
turers of all heavy-duty engines manu-
factured for use in the applicable vehi-
cles for each given model year. 

(b) Complete vehicle manufacturers, 
for the purpose of this part, include 
manufacturers that produce heavy- 
duty pickup trucks and vans or truck 
tractors as complete vehicles and that 
hold the EPA certificate of conformity. 

(c) Chassis manufacturers, for the 
purpose of this part, include manufac-
turers that produce incomplete vehi-
cles constructed for use as heavy-duty 
pickup trucks or vans or heavy-duty 
vocational vehicles and that hold the 
EPA certificate of conformity. Some 
vocational vehicle manufacturers are 
both chassis and complete vehicle man-
ufacturers. These manufacturers will 
be regulated as chassis manufacturers 
under this program. 

(d) Engine manufacturer, for the pur-
pose of this part, means a manufac-
turer that manufactures engines for 
heavy-duty vehicles and holds the EPA 
certificate of conformity. 

(e) The heavy-duty vehicles, chassis 
and engines excluded from the require-
ments of this part include: 

(1) Recreational vehicles, including 
motor homes. 

(2) Vehicles and engines exempted by 
EPA in accordance with 40 CFR parts 
1036 and 1037. 

(f) Vehicles and engines produced by 
small business manufacturers as de-
fined by the Small Business Adminis-
tration at 13 CFR 121.201 are exempted 
as specified in § 535.8(h). 

(g) Heavy-duty off-road vehicles 
meeting the criteria in 49 CFR part 523 
are exempt without request from vehi-
cle standards of § 535.5(b). Manufactur-
ers of vehicles not meeting the criteria 
for the heavy-duty off-road vehicle ex-
clusion may submit a petition as speci-
fied in § 535.8(h) to EPA and NHTSA for 
an exclusion from the vehicle stand-
ards of § 535.5(b). 

(h) A vehicle manufacturer that com-
pletes assembly of a vehicle at two or 
more facilities may ask to use as the 
date of manufacture for that vehicle 
the date on which manufacturing is 
completed at the place of main assem-
bly, consistent with provisions of 49 
CFR 567.4, as the model year. Note that 
such staged assembly is subject to the 
provisions of 40 CFR 1068.260(c). 
NHTSA’s allowance of this provision is 
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